Black History Month Special Edition — Founded in 1975, BDPA™ Nears its Golden Anniversary
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L4 you were a major transit system with

billions of passengers taking millions

a | % of trips every year? You aren’t about
to let any cyberattacks slow you down.

So you partner with IBM to build a
security architecture to keep your data,
network, and applications protected.
Now you can tackle threats so they don’t
bring you to a grinding halt. And everyone
is going places, thinking...

your cybersecurit
kept an entire City
< on track?

Learn how to protect
your business at
ibm.com/secure-business
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ABOUT US
Founded in Philadelphia, P4 in 1975, BOPA is the WHAT WE OFFER

premier organization focused on nurtwring and

i - ; - BOPA cffers a wide range of opportunities including

i:é?ée;&p'ir:_lg thlgegc?eﬁgékl?gcEL?E;;DHELEQ?r?SEmt;rErE leadership development, our annual national conference,
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Math [STEM) and all digital techneology fields. For almost et e bz L walieue Hasais fas iz, [

50 years, BDPA has enabled the upward mobility of training and workshops, and much more.
African-americans and  other  minorities in the
Information Techneology (IT) and STEM fields.

BDPACON24 & BDPACON23 Recap

Join. Renew. Upskill.
Visit bdpa.org and bdpatoday.com

Visit bdpa.org/membership

The Westin Peachtree Plaza, Atlanta
July 31, 2024 — August 3, 2024

www.bdpa.org ©) 9750 Apollo Dr, Suite B, Largo, MD 20774
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BDPA Launches 46th Annual

Tech Conference in 2024 as
BDPACON Returns to Atlanta

ATLANTA — BDPA looks forward
to welcoming you and your
organization to Atlanta, GA for its
46th Annual BDPA Technology
Conference and Career Expo.
These conferences are open to
both  students and professionals
in STEM and all digital technology
fields. The Association also invites
those in  emerging professions
and industries  that increasingly
rely on data technology to enhance
their work to join the annual
convening, which is
highly immersive and transformative

If you are a BDPA Member, contact
the association at helpdesk@bdpa.org
to receive special discount code(s) for
BDPA Members.

To participate, speakers, presenters,
panelists, BDPA Members, Student
Members, and exhibitors visit:
conference.bdpa.org to pre-register.

BDPACON24 will be held July 31st —
August 3rd, 2024 at the Westin
Peachtree Plaza in Atlanta, GA. Register
today. Join BDPA this year during the
45th Annual BDPA  Technology
National Conference. bt

View related articles at — bdpatoday.com
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Black History Month: The BDPA Legacy ™

Dear Members, Associates, and Partners:

As BDPA advances toward its 50-year milestone and Golden
Anniversary next year, we invite you to take this opportunity
to deeply reflect with us the great legacy that surrounds

us. Black History Month is a reminder of challenges,
successes, and greater responsibilities to honor our founders,
inventors, and colleagues from all cultures.

During this reflective period, one cannot help to rediscover
that our strength lies in our combined capabilities to continue
developing talent for our industry and community. It is our
fundamental belief that a highly skilled workforce is required
not only for large and small business partners but also for
schools and governments within every community we serve.
To that end, our new skill sets must properly be maintained
while forging greater career paths for our youth, returning

citizens, and entry-level workforces.

. . , , Earl A. Pace, Jr.
To our senior data scientists, mid-level software engineers, Co-Founder. BDPA

entry-level professionals, and junior developers, let Black
History Month ignite deeper conversations, spark collaborations, and inspire more
breakthroughs. The very essence of progress is our continued immersion in the narratives of
those who continue to pave the way. Every chapter in your book, “The BDPA Story”, weaves a
unique fabric of passages across our deeply rich heritage bridging close to five generations of
leadership, entrepreneurship, and talent within our tech industry. The courage to deploy better
solutions faster than ever before, to challenge algorithmic biases, and to amplify more voices
from digitally divided communities, continues to fuel our innovative ambitions from our
classrooms to your new boardrooms.

To our executives, mentors, and trailblazers, our Post-Quantum Era awaits your brilliance. Be
the catalysts for change. Role models matter. Influence matters. Be not afraid to possess all of
the wonders and force multipliers of transformation—but use them wisely throughout our new
world order and beyond. As our co-founders, the late Earl A. Pace, Jr. and the late David
Wimberly did almost half a century ago, continue to hold your torches very high just as the late
Vivian Wilson, the late Ollie Morgan, the late Diane Davis, the late R. Wayne Hicks, the late
Margaret “Midge” Jennings, the late R. Keith Harding, Norman Mays, Kenneth Wilson, and
Dr. Jesse Bemley did this while illuminating more paths forward for those who follow.

With deep admiration and appreciation,
= =2

President, BDPA

bdpa.org * bdpatoday.com





https://www.amazon.com/BDPA-Story-American-Technology-Professionals/dp/0578330806
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Supporting BDPA'’s
development of America’s
next generation of STEM
and technology leaders.
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2024 Black Engineer of the Year

Dr. Ken
Washington

of Medtronic
Honored as

the 38th BEYA
Awardee

(Above) Dr. Ken
Washington,
Vice President of

Research & Advanced
Engineering at Ford

Motor Company
(right), talks with
Perry Carter (left),
Publisher, bdpatoday,
after presenting
keynote remarks
during CES 2016 in
Las Vegas, Nevada.
Dr. Washington

shared his memories
of attending BDPA
events in Detroit.

(bdpatoday® archived photo
© 2016 by Kyle Carter)

BALTIMORE (BDPA
Baltimore)—After its
launch 38 years ago
in Baltimore, MD, the
Black Engineer of the
Year Awards (BEYA)
Conference took place
in Washington, D.C., for
the firsttimein 2011. For
the 2012 conference,
Philadelphia, Pa. was
the host city. The
conference returned to
the Marriott Wardman
Park Hotel in northwest
D.C., in 2013. To mark
30 years of bringing
together thousands of

scientists, engineers,
educators, and
corporate leaders to
ensure that the African-
American community
plays a leading role
in global STEM

competitiveness,
BEYA was back in
Philadelphia, Pa., in
2016, returning to D.C.,
and now Baltimore.

— Source: Career
Communications Group (CCG)
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Greater Skills From

a Tech Workforce .

ATLANTA

(BDPA
Atlanta)—Tech

industries project
new careers with
tremendous growth will
result from advances
in artificial intelligence
(Ai). According to the
Consumer Technology
Association (CTA),
Ai  holds enormous
potential to improve our
world, transforming how
we communicate and
do business.

BDPACON returns to
Atlanta, GA for its 46th
technology conference

-

and career expo from
July 31 through August 3,
2024. Ai, Data Science,
and Cybersecurity
are among leading
career opportunities
to be presented and
discussed, along with
soft skills, technical skills,
and industry-specific
skills. BDPACON24 is
open to the general
public, professionals,
and students in STEM
and digital technology
fields. bt

— Source: BDPA (bdpa.org)






Commemorating Black History Month

In 2011, Earl A. Pace, Jr. was inducted
into the IT Hall of Fame as an innovator
for co-founding BDPA, formerly known
as Black Data Processing Associates. b









Commemorating Black History Month

David L. Steward is an entrepreneur, civic leader,
philanthropist and the founder and chairman of
World Wide Technology (WWT), the largest LT
Black-owned company in the United States. He
i1s committed to expanding opportunities for the
Black community and others from historically
under-represented and underserved communities.

Mr. Steward i1s actively involved in organizations
that work to advance diversity, equity, and inclusion
for historically under-served or under-represented
communities including, but not limited to National
Urban League; Urban League of Metropolitan
St. Louis, Boy Scouts of America, Jackie Joyner-
Kersee Foundation.

Mr. Steward also has supported many professional
organizations with missions to grow and develop
diverse talent within the information technology
sector, including BDPA, HITEC, and ITSMF.
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Commemorating Black History Month
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Girls Code

Kimberly Bryant is Founder and Executive
Director of Black Girls CODE, a non-profit
organization dedicated to “changing the face
of technology” by introducing girls of color

(ages 7-17) to new fields of technology and

computer sciences with a concentration on

entrepreneurial concepts. Ms. Bryant founded
Black Girls CODE in 2011 and was honored

by the White House during 2013's Technology
Inclusion "Champions of Change" event.



Commemorating Black History Month

White House photo

Dr. Juan E. Gilbert, a Lifetime BDPA Member, receives a National
Medal of Technology and Innovation from President Biden in
2023. Dr. Gilbert is a human-centered computing expert and

associate chair of research under the Preeminence Initiative at
the University of Florida. Dr. Gilbert is chair of the University
of Florida’s Department of Computer & Information Science
and Engineering (CISE) and has many inventions to his and his
lab’s credit. Dr. Gilbert gained recognition when the electronic
voting interface he created became a new standard for universal
accessibility in elections after successful applications in Oregon,

New Hampshire, and Wisconsin. A lifetime BDPA Member, Dr.
Gilbert earned a Ph.D. in Computer Science from the University
of Cincinnati, one of the youngest African Americans to do so.





















National High School Computer, Coding, and Cyber Competitions

MNational BDPA's High School Computer Competition (HSCC)
hit 2001, the first century of our 3rd millennium, with reckless
abandon. Over 25 teams from participating BDPA Chapter
cities fielded teams for annual national scholarship rounds.

Powered by IBM, Mayo Clinic, and Rochester Public Schools,
National BDPA's Southern Minnesota HSCC Team (above)
became the most diverse set of “top coders” and in
the nation amassing more world HSCC Championships than
all other BDPA Chapters combined. They closed out 2K’s first
decade with four consecutive HSCC Championships by 2010
and one more in 2011 — five championships in a row.

The bar is raised each year for every HSCC team heading to
, National BDPA's annual technology conference.

bdpa.org « bdpatroday.com

Est. 1975

BOPA photo by Charlie Periins

2000 — BDPA Detroit

2001 — BDPA Memphis

2002 — BDPA Memphis

2003 — BDPA Memphis

2004 — BDPA Memphis

2005 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
2006 — BOPA Chicago

2007 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
2008 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
2009 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
2010 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
2011 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
2012 — BDPA Atlanta

2013 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
2014 — BDPA Washington, D.C.
2015 — BDPA Allanta

2016 — BDPA Allanta

2017 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
2018 — BDPA St. Louis

2019 — BDPA Washington, D.C.
2020 — BDPA St. Louis

2021 — BDPA 5t. Louis

2022 — BDPA 5t. Louis
2023 — BDPA Southern Minnesota
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Commemorating Black History Month

Johns Hopkins University, Whiting School of Engineering

Dr. Percy Anthony Pierre is an electrical engineer recognized as the first African-American
Ph.D. in electrical engineering, the first African-American appointed assistant secretary of the
U.S. Army for Research and Development, and the first African-American appointed acting

Secretary of the Army.

Dr.Pierre was a principal architect of the national minority engineering effort. He served as vice
president emeritus and professor of electrical and computer engineering at Michigan 5tate

University.
Source: Changing the Face of Engineering: The African American Experience
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For 40 years, BDPA has enabled the upward
mobility of African Americans and other
minorities in the Information Technology
(IT) and STEM fields. Through its 40+ local

community chapters in major cities across
the United States, BDPA has been at the
forefront of promoting the minority
agenda within the IT profession since 1975.
BDPA has been a leader and pioneerin
technology and STEM training for IT
professionals and High School students

kisoPa |

since 1986.
JOIN TODAY!
www.BDPA.org

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

- Connect to a networkof IT professionals

+ Enhance and develop additional technical
skill sets

« Acquire professional and leadership skills

« Participate actively in an organization
that is setting trends in emerging

technology

» Discount rates to the Annual Technoldaly
Conference and Career Fair

+» Obtain exposure to technical and
professional topics through program

meetings, seminars and workshops
- Participate in certification support graups
» Discounts on IT certifications and training
courses

bdpateday  PT[TV]


https://www.bdpa.org
https://bdpatoday.com
https://populartechnology.tv
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In Memoriam

Lieutenant General Vincent R. Stewart

Former Deputy Commander, U.S. Cyber Command

May 11, 1958 - April 28, 2023
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2024 DIASPORA (MULTICULTURAL) WOMEN IN HEALTH

GLOBAL BUSINESS CONFERENCE

FEBRUARY 22ND -24TH AT GAYLORD RESORT
NATIONAL HARBOR, MARYLAND

MWIH.COM






